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Photo at the front : 

Martin is four years old. He’s 
country of origin is the Czech 
Republic. This picture is from 
Central Park in New York. 
Martin’s daddy Hans, The Ugly 
Duckling and Hans Christian 
Andersen have Denmark as 
their country of origin.



DEAR READER

2010 was a turbulent and challenging year for AC International Child Support. We experienced ups 
and downs on various levels of our activities. At the end of the day (the end of 2010) we must say, 
that despite the challenges, we did good in 2010!

We obtained the approval from the Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs to continue our development 
work with a programme agreement for the coming three years; we managed to maintain our adop-
tion mediation work at a somewhat satisfactory level and we maintained and expanded – despite 
the economical crisis – our sponsorship programme on the expected level. 

We were happy to see the products of our efforts realized in very many areas, as you will see in 
the following report. At the same time we would have liked to see more potential adoptive parents 
join our organization, we would have liked to see more sponsors, we would have liked to do even 
more preventive work in our countries of cooperation. We believe that we shall be able to attract 
the sponsors and donors, but we are more preoccupied as regards the prospective adoptive par-
ents, who seem to have been scared off from the idea of adoption, probably based on global criti-
cism of adoption and a misinterpreted idea that there should be fewer children in need of adoption 
on the global level. We shall continue to work intensely on every child’s right to be someone’s son 
or daughter, preferably in his or her biological family or alternatively in an adoptive family in the 
years to come. 

In 2010 we set extra focus on our partnerships – with our “old” and highly val-
ued partners as well as our new and hopefully long-lasting partner-
ships. We did so through our approaches and our strategies but 
also by launching a project consisting of a complete renova-
tion of our IT-systems and our Web, including new visual 
identity; see the article “Revamping the Way We Look”.

As for the financial status we came out of 2010 with a 
close to zero result on the bottom line of the annual 
accounts. The economical stability of our  
organization is essential for our continued efforts 
to secure children the right to their family, their 
history, their dignity, their heritage … 

We have a strong organization –traditionally,  
knowledge-wise, ideologically, economically - and 
we shall continue to play an active role in the com-
bat for children’s rights on the global level. 

Many regards

Anders Christensen Margrethe Primdahl
Chairman   Director
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AC INTERNATIONAL 
CHILD SUPPORT
AC International Child Support is a humani-
tarian organization dedicated to improving the 
conditions for vulnerable children by secur-
ing every child its right to grow up in a caring  
family, who is legally and morally responsi-
ble for securing the child’s right to a dignified 
childhood, education, food, medical care etc. In  
order to reach this goal we work with inter-
country adoption programmes, international 
development work and child sponsorship pro-
grammes.

AC International Child Support was founded in 
1969 as an adoption agency. Since then, both 
child sponsorship programmes and develop-
ment projects have been added to the portfolio 
of activities to help vulnerable children.

Our values coincide with those expressed in the 
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and 
additionally our work is based on the principles 
expressed in the Hague Convention of 1993 on 
the Protection of Children and Cooperation in 
matters of Intercountry Adoption as well as the 
Nordic adoption approach principles and the 
ethical rules of Euradopt. 

OUR FOCUS POINTS ARE: 
… the children – securing every child’s rights 
– with a special focus on the vulnerable child 
and every child’s right to a family
In the preamble of the UN Convention on the 
Rights of the Child it is underlined that the 
states parties to the Convention “recognize that 
the child, for the full and harmonious develop-
ment of his or her personality, should grow up 
in a family environment, in an atmosphere of 
happiness, love and understanding”.

…our partnerships around the world 
We have special focus on our equal partner-

ships with great partners all around the world.  
AC International Child Support’s partnerships 
are dynamic, and several of them go back a long 
way. We focus on mutual learning, exchange of 
experience, creating change through mutual 
efforts - always based on respect and equality. 

… the adoptive parents and our donors
We recognize that transparent, secure and pro-
fessional processes are required in order for  
adoptive parents, as well as other donors, to 
contribute to our work. 

… our Danish partners
Funds are needed; miraculous ideas and joint 
creativity are required in order to combat the 
poverty that put vulnerable children’s life at 
stake. Therefore AC International Child Sup-
port cooperates with several Danish public and 
private donors, including private sponsors, with 
the ambition to improve conditions for vulner-
able children around the world. 

… society and the child’s local environment
Together with our partners we speak the voice 
of the vulnerable child and cooperate with or-
ganizations, authorities and other stake hold-
ers in order to strengthen the structures that 
secure children’s rights to a safe and dignified 
childhood.

Citation from the UN Convention on the Rights 
of the Child
By agreeing to undertake the obligations of 
the Convention (by ratifying or acceding to it), 
national governments have committed them-
selves to protecting and ensuring children’s 
rights and they have agreed to hold themselves 
accountable for this commitment before the 
international community. States parties to the 
Convention are obliged to develop and under-
take all actions and policies in the light of the 
best interests of the child. 



ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 2010
See in the following the balance sheet as well as the profit and loss account for 2010.

As mentioned earlier the result in itself is satisfactory but we need to maintain our focus on economy 
for the coming years. The insecurity as regards the adoption scenario for the years to come forces us 
to be scrupulous and very focused on costs so that we can maintain a strong organization, if /when 
things become even more complicated than is the case today.

BALANCE SHEET 2010

Assets

DKK:

The premises, Elkjærvej 31 6.342.567

Deposits in the Project Department 2.374.784

Securities (tied up) 3.692.435

Fixed assets 3.155.110

Outstanding amounts 2.994.826

Liquid assets 6.231.957

Securities (free means) 7.175.187

Total 31.966.866

Liabilities

Capital and reserves (free and tied-up means) 21.715.279

Accounts with adopters 7.767.400

Accrued expenses 794.450

Accrued holiday allowances 1.463.621

Other salary-related debts 226.116

Total 31.966.866

PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNTS 2010

Accrued adoption fees 26.390.459

Costs related to adoption activities -12.417.484

Donations and relief work -2.696.237

Administrative costs -10.058.518

Depreciations on inventory etc. -342.749

Transfer to project department -1.373.291

Income interests and dividend 674.399

Result of the year 176.579
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REVAMPING THE WAY  
WE LOOK 
In 2010 we started working on a new visual  
identity, new logo and new website. By and with 
the publication of this Annual Report most of 
these new initiatives have been or are being 
launched. 

NEW LOGO AND NEW VISUAL IDENTITY
AC International Child Support’s new logo and 
new visual identity are meant to support and 
highlight the fundamental values in our case-
work, i.e. our work with adoptions, sponsor-
ships, development projects and fundraising 
for vulnerable children in general: competence, 
dedication, target focus, safety and decency. 

With our new and more professional visual iden-
tity we hope to inspire more people to become 
instantly enlightened and supportive of our vi-
sion, i.e. to secure every child’s right to grow up 
in a safe and loving family with full respect for 
the child’s dignity and rights.

Our new logo focuses on the child in the form 
of a row of symbolic children’s faces, faces that 
visualize children from all corners of the globe. 
The faces are chosen to reflect our ambition to 

target our work towards every single child. The 
logo also consists of a text image. The children 
and the text form a whole and inseparable pic-
ture. 

The symbols are meant to reflect equality, en-
ergy, courage, strength, openness, openheart-
edness, spaciousness as well as a little bit of 
audacity and a great deal of humor. These are 
all qualities that we believe to be decisive for the 
opportunity and ability of children in especially 
difficult circumstances to be able to change 
and improve their life conditions in and together 
with their families with proper support. 

Our friends around the world will notice that 
our new logo has its basis in the former logo 
of AC International Child Support’s, which con-
sists of a childish drawing of row of multiracial 
children. A logo which is still very much in our 
heart and which will be maintained in our or-
ganization as exactly that: a beautiful drawing 
which symbolizes our organization in an excel-
lent way. 

Elements of the logo form the basis of the new 
visual identity which will in future be found and 
reflected in every message that is sent from 
our organization: in brochures and pamphlets, 

SARAH IS BORN IN MADAGASCAR.



publications, mail signatures, envelopes, busi-
ness cards, flags, signs, memory-sticks, power 
points, etc.  

NEW WEBPAGE - DANISH VERSION
The homepage of AC International Child Sup-
port has an average of 1000 visitors per day. 
Far the largest part of these visitors are pro-
spective adoptive parents, but also sponsors, 
supporters, and other stakeholders look in on 
a regular basis. 

Our new home page aims at giving our partners 
on the Danish side an even better opportunity 
to share, participate and debate with us as well 
as to help us obtain support and funding for our 
work. 

Once this ambitious rendezvous space has 
been created, we intend to extend it to include 
our partners around the world.  

The Danish site will consist of 3 levels: an outer 
web, which shall be open to everybody, holding 
interactive features such as calendar functions, 
debate forums etc. 

Apart from that there will be a forum, where 
former and prospective adoptive parents as 
well adoptees, sponsors and other “family 
members” shall be able to exchange experi-
ences. 

The third level of the Danish site will be a user 
interface site, where adopters, adoptees and 
sponsor families shall be able to follow his/her 
own case in details. 

As regards the prospective adoptive parents 
who have an active application with AC Inter-
national Child Support, the idea is to create for 
them a secure space, where they can follow their 
process. The purpose is to make the process 
completely transparent and make the adopter 
feel secure and well-informed all during the 

process, complicated as it may be; thereby also 
securing the adoptive child that his/her coming 
parent/s  is/are as well prepared as possible to 
undertake the role as adoptive parent/s.  

Externally our new website gives us the oppor-
tunity to be far more offensive as regards our 
advocacy for every child’s right to grow up in a 
safe and harmonious environment with his/her 
own parents. 

NEW WEBPAGE – ENGLISH VERSION 
During 2010 we have had focus on partnerships 
in our organization. We shall maintain this very 
important focus over the years to come and 
via our new Website we shall be able to inten-
sify our work and complete our ambition. Dur-
ing 2012 we expect that important parts of the 
outer layer of our website will be accessible in 
English and maybe also in other relevant lan-
guages, such as Spanish or French. 

EVERY CHILD HAS THE 
RIGHT TO BE SEEN
AC International Child Support is dedicated to 
improving the lives of children around the world. 
Many of the children we meet live in orphan-
ages or foster families. Some children return to 
their biological families after a while, some are 
placed in adoption, while others continue their 
childhood in the care of orphanages or foster 
families. One thing they have in common is the 
right to be taken care of, to be loved and stimu-
lated, feel secure and to have close contact with 
adults. They have the right to be seen.

SEE ME: TRAINING FOR PRIMARY 
ADULTS IN CHILDREN’S LIVES
AC International Child Support works continu-
ously to secure children a good start to life, 
and we do so in various ways – one of them is 
through a training programme for caregivers. 
We call the programme See Me.
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It is no secret that the way a child is parented 
paves the road for the future life of this child 
– physically and emotionally. In spite of this, 
many caregivers are not being recognized and 
appreciated for the very important work they 
do, taking upon them the parental role, taking 
care of children as a job. We want to support the 
caregivers in their work and make them realize 
that they, as primary adults for children in or-
phanages or foster care families, hold the key 
to happy and harmonious children. 

See Me focuses on knowledge, education, mo-
tivation, support and recognition of the caregiv-
ers and it does so through intensive courses 
that are very concrete and practical and help 
inspire caregivers in their daily work. Often  
simple things can make a big impact and a big 
difference in the life of a child. In 2010 we had 
the chance to work with caregivers in Nepal.

Making a difference in Nepal
In 2010 AC International Child Support had the 
pleasure of working with Children Nepal and 
Peter Sabroe, a Danish faculty for teaching spe-
cializing in human development and care giving. 
Approximately 30 caregivers from 10 orphan-
ages in Nepal took part in the programme that 
highly relied on the involvement and participa-
tion of the caregivers as there were many prac-
tical exercises. 

One of these exercises consisted in playing a 
variation of blind man’s bluff, where one car-
egiver would be blindfolded and another would 
lead the one that was blindfolded. What do you 
learn from this? Imagine being dependent upon 
the people around you – just like children are. 
Realizing this made a big impression on the 
caregivers and made them realize how scary it 
must be for a child to be so dependent. As one 
of the caregivers expressed it: “It gave me the 
opportunity to be like a child and understand a 
child’s feelings”. It fostered empathy. 

Other exercises focused on “seeing” the indi-
vidual child, its special characteristics and its 
well-being, but also to be able to understand 
the child’s reactions from the child’s point of 
view.

One of the main points of the workshop was the 
importance of close contact between the adults 
and the children. Children need social contact, 
stimulation, and recognition in order to develop 
into whole people and this point came across 
with much clarity, when the workshop was 
evaluated. After that the caregivers had time to 
reflect on what they had learned. One caregiver, 
who claims now to spend more time with the 
children, said: “Before I would tell the children 
to play, so I could do other chores, but now I sit 
and play with them.” 

Another caregiver mentioned that she had no-
ticed a difference in her work after participating 
in the programme: “I have developed an emo-
tional attachment with the children” and yet 
another  participant stated: “I now see the chil-
dren as my own and give them love and practi-
cal knowledge.”

A bit of history and our hopes for the future
The See Me project originated in 2007 and has 
developed ever since passing through Burkina 
Faso, Nigeria, Nepal, Mali …. many caregivers 
have learned from and contributed to the pro-
gramme. In 2010 all adoptions counselors at 
AC International Child Support were trained to 
be facilitators of short training courses - in the 
same spirit and with the same purpose that con-
stituted the basics of the Nepalese programme, 
i.e. improving lives of children in orphanages 
and foster families through recognition of and 
focus on every single child. 

See Me will continue to grow throughout 2011 
and hopefully for as long as it is needed. 



ADOPTION ACTIVITIES 
MILESTONES, PUBLIC DEBATE ETC. 
In May 2010 Danish legislation gave homosexual 
couples the right to adopt. The media naturally 
expressed quite some interest. The two Danish 
organizations were also involved in the public 
debate, and maintained the response previ-
ously given, that we as Danish accredited or-
ganizations are absolutely non-discriminatory 
as regards the parental capacity of the adoptive 
parents, regardless of race, religion and sexual 
orientation; that we welcome the step as an im-
portant step in national context towards equal 
rights; that we respect the ability and compe-
tence of our giving countries to do the matching 
according to their criteria, and that any debate 
concerning rights based approach should al-
ways take its outspring in the child’s right to a 
family, as there is no such thing as the right to 
have a child. Up to now the organizations have 
no partners who have expressed a desire to ac-
cept an application from a homosexual Danish 
couple. On this background we have advised in-
terested couples to seek adoption of a Danish 
child via the National Adoption Board, expecting 
that the international perception of what is an 
ideal family may change in the future.  

In 2008 the approval frame which was formal-
ly 4 years for an approved adoptive family was 
extended to 5 years. Since the waiting time in 
China and other countries has continued to rise, 
the accredited organizations and Adoption & 
Society in 2009 initiated a joint effort to obtain a 
further extension of the approval frames up to 
6 years in order to help those families who are 
caught in the well-known bottleneck on the Chi-
nese waiting-list. In 2010 however, the Danish 
Ministry of Justice refused the petition main-
taining a strong hold on the 5 years’ approval 
frame. This means that families who have been 
waiting for 5 years to adopt from mainly China 
(but also other countries) are now losing their 

approval.  The organizations have been in-
structed about our responsibility to make sure 
that families who have lost their approval will 
NOT have a child assigned. This situation is very 
sad and upsetting for both for the adoptive fam-
ilies and for AC International Child Support as 
an intermediary organization. 

Post-Adoption Services
In 2007 finances were set aside for post-adop-
tion counselling in the 5 regions in Denmark. 
Initially, the project was a pilot project, and it 
is only offered to adoptive families during the 
first 3 years after arrival with the adoptive child 
in Denmark. The results continued to be very 
positive and the service continued to prove its 
justification. Both Adoption & Society and the 
accredited organizations have continued their 
pressure upon the politicians to formalize the 
arrangement and make it permanent.

Important knowledge has been accumulated 
and the Danish specialists in post-adoption 
services are (in our view) among the most pro-
fessional in the world. AC international Child 
Support will continue to support this very im-
portant part of the adoption work, including the 
establishment of a permanent Danish knowl-
edge centre, where research and knowledge 
can be accumulated. 

ADOPTIONS DURING 2010
As can be seen from the statistical sheet, a 
slightly lower number of adoptions took place in 
2010 than in 2009 – still the number of children 
placed with Danish families has been around 
the same level for the last 4-5 years, averag-
ing around 250 per year.  There have been ups 
and downs in the placements from the different 
countries, but the general trend in international 
adoptions is fewer adoptions from our long-
standing partners – an experience shared by 
our Scandinavian colleagues.
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Statistics for AC International Child Support – 
adoption:

There are definite changes in the adoption world. 
Most of them caused by the fact that, happily, 
more and more countries are giving extra focus 
to the procedures to prevent child trafficking 
and to ensure that all options for a child to have 
a permanent family in its country of origin have 
been explored before international adoption is 
chosen as the last of the three options in the 
subsidiarity principle of the Hague convention, 
as referred to so often in this publication. 

BOLIVIA
We had very few adoptions from Bolivia in 2009, 
and were happy to see more children finding 
Danish parents in 2010. The assignments were 
still for applications under the old license and 
sent to Bolivia prior to the expiration of this  
license June 2008. As far as we understand 
the Bolivian Central Authority is presently  
working on criteria for renewal of licenses with 
foreign partners and we of course hope that the  
demands will be high and that we shall be able 
to live up to those. We have many parents who 
wish to adopt from the beautiful country of  
Bolivia and therefore hope that a clarification 
as regards the future cooperation will soon be 
found. 

BURKINA FASO
In 2010 we placed more children from Burki-
na Faso than ever so far in our long and good  
co-operation. This is very encouraging, and 
shows that our efforts at establishing a  
trusting and close relationship with orphanages 
and authorities over the years have been seen 
and appreciated.

More and more children’s homes are  
introducing a procedure to ensure that the 
child is given time and peace to get to know 
the new parents before having to leave the  
secure and well-known environment of the 
children’s home. This is a development that we  
encourage and discuss with the orphanages 
whenever possible.

In January, 2010, the teachers associated 
with the pre-adoption training course for  
prospective adoptive parents in Denmark,  
visited Burkina Faso to learn about the condi-
tions at various children’s homes and cultural 
differences and for meetings with the cen-
tral authorities. The visit was facilitated by AC  
International Child Support’s area manager 
Jette Würtz and was mutually beneficial. 

COUNTRY OF  
ORIGINE

2008 2009 2010

Bolivia  8 2 9
Burkina Faso 3 3 9
Colombia 31 32 32
Ethiopia 51 58 62
Guatemala 0 1 0
India 0 1 1
Iran 0 0 1
China 57 67 50
Madagascar 1 3 2
Mali 1 3 2
Nepal 2 0 7
Nicaragua 0 0 0
Nigeria 6 15 8
Peru 5 3 6
Sierra Leone 0 0 1
South Africa 28 55 32
Sri Lanka 2 1 1
Taiwan 0 3 6
Thailand 14 13 7
Czech Republic 8 7 4

Vietnam 10 8 2
Totally 226 275 242



COLOMBIA
In 2010 we found Danish parents for more or 
less the same number of children from ICBF 
Colombia, as in 2009, and we were pleased to 
see children proposed for some of our families 
who had been waiting a very long time for a  
referral.

The work of ICBF is very well-regulated and 
professional, and we highly appreciate our co-
operation with ICBF.

The children often stay in foster homes until 
adoption, and the foster homes are thorough-
ly scrutinized and approved by the Colombian 
authorities before a child is given into their 
care. Our families therefore have many good 
and heart-warming experiences when they 
come to Colombia to receive their child. The 
foster family has often made out fine picture 
books of the child’s stay with them – invaluable 
for a child who needs to know as much about 
its background as possible. This is very well  
understood by the Colombian authorities and 
the foster homes.

The total number of adoptions from the 7 NGO-
organization, with whom we cooperate, has  re-
mained at the same level in 2010 as in 2009. The 

Colombian NGO-organizations are all highly 
professional and have all managed to increase 
their reintegration and prevention projects as 
well as their national adoption programmes to 
the extent, where intercountry adoption is by 
far as relevant as years ago. Therefore adop-
tions from the private homes in Colombia will 
probably continue to decrease over the years to 
come. 

In October 2010 adoption counselor Marie-
Cecilie Broundal, adoption counselor Pia  
Jørgensen and director Margrethe Primdahl 
visited Colombia and had very meaningful and 
fruitful discussions with our excellent partners 
in Colombia, on state level as well as on NGO-
level. 

ETHIOPIA
From Ethiopia we have, like most other coun-
tries, experienced an increase in yearly place-
ments over the last three years. We have con-
tinued working closely with the orphanages in 
Addis Ababa, and also started a procedure to 
begin working with an orphanage in Awassa. 

Towards the end of 2010, the Ethiopian authori-
ties began receiving reports of questionable 
practices by some orphanages and placement 

IN BOLIVIA OUR PARTNERS ARE FUNDACIÓN SAN GABRIEL AND SOCIEDAD CATÓLICA SAN JOSÉ.
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agencies. We are happy to see that effective 
procedures have been implemented in 2011 
against malpractices. This has also lead to the 
closure of some orphanages in Ethiopia. 

In October, 2010, Tove Vase visited Addis Ababa 
and met with all our partners, the Ethiopian 
authorities, our representative, the staff of our 
Ethiopia office, and our children’s home.

INDIA
We have had very few adoptions from India  
during the last few years. We are still working 
with one of our “old” partners and have estab-
lished contact with a couple of new partners, 
but so far no children have been placed with 
Danish parents through these contacts. Anne 
Mogensen and Marie-Cecilie Broundal visited 
our partner in Chennai in July, 2010.

KENYA
Our co-operation with Kenya is relatively new, 
but we have seen that our partners are very 
competent and professional in their procedures 
and their attitude to the sensitive work of inter-
national adoptions. We look forward to intensi-
fying our co-operation in Kenya in the coming 
years.

CHINA
Adoptions from China have been going down 
for all receiving countries during the past 4-5 
years. In 2006, we intermediated in 123 adop-
tions from China and in 2010 we placed only 50 
children. A major part of these children were 
placed from China’s special needs program, 
and we are very happy to be a part of finding 
families for children with special needs, who do 
not have many other options.

We hope to continue finding many families for 
special needs children, and we are pleased with 
the efficient and well-run work of the CCAA 
(who have changed their name to CCCWA). 

MADAGASCAR
Just before the turn of the year 2009/2010 Jette 
Würtz visited Madagascar together with a rep-
resentative from AdoptionsCentrum, Sweden, 
following up on previous joint visits in order to 
strengthen the co-operation, which is still new.

During 2010 the Central Authority of Madagas-
car has evaluated the adoption programme in 
view of the new law, and our representative par-
ticipated in workshops, giving inputs and rec-
ommendations from her experience of working 
with the new law for a couple of years.

598 CHILDREN FROM COLOMBIA/ORIÉNTAME HAD A DANISH SPONSOR IN 2010. 



The Central Authority of Madagascar visit-
ed Denmark in May, 2010, and gained a good  
impression of Denmark from meetings with 
our Central Authority, the Danish approving  
authorities and families with children from 
Madagascar as well as a meeting at our office 
for an exchange of views and experiences on 
our co-operation.

We hope very much to see a greater number of 
children, placed with Danish parents in 2011.

MALI
The number of children proposed with Danish 
parents was much lower than expected in 2010, 
and no new referrals were given throughout the 
year. We have been in regular contact with the 
authorities and had a very successful visit in 
December by representatives from the Central 
Authority in Mali and the director of the gov-
ernment orphanage. Prior to that, Jette Würtz 
visited Mali in January, 2010, for meetings also 
with the Central Authority and the orphanages. 
AC International Child Support has donated 
money for a training course in early childhood 
development and care. See about our training 
programme for caretakers “SeeMe” elsewhere 
in this publication.

NEPAL
The Danish Department of Family Affairs, our 
supervisory body, decided in mid-2010 to put 
a stop to adoptions from Nepal following a re-
port from the Permanent Bureau of Hague 
about malpractices in the adoption process. At 
the time, 7 children were proposed for Danish 
families, and we were allowed to finalize these 
adoptions, but had to provide special informa-
tion to assure the proper relinquishment of the 
children.

In March and May a “SeeMe” course was con-
ducted for caretakers at children’s homes 
– Anne Mogensen, Tina Schwendson and  

Pia Jørgensen participated in these courses to-
gether with teachers from Via University Col-
lege. You will find a description of the “SeeMe” 
programme elsewhere in this report.

In June, 2010, Anne Mogensen again visited Ne-
pal for talks with the authorities about issues 
related to the pending cases.

The Nepalese Government has introduced new 
rules and regulations to better monitor the 
adoption process and we hope in a not too dis-
tant future to be able to resume adoptions from 
Nepal.

NIGERIA
The number of children from Nigeria who found 
Danish parents in 2010 was half as many as in 
2009. This was due to change of regulations in 
Nigeria which put adoptions on a hold for a pe-
riod of time. 

Together with Life Foundation, our partner in 
Nigeria, we started co-operation with Cross 
River State towards the end of 2010, and we 
are in the process of exploring the possibility of 
working in yet other states in the future.

We are happy with our fine co-operation with 
LIFE Foundation which is a very professional 
organization and very attuned to the cultural 
and ideological differences between Nigeria 
and Denmark within the adoption work. 

PERU
3 to 6 children have on average been placed 
in adoption per year with Danish parents from 
Peru for the last 5 years. We highly appreciate 
our cooperation with the Peruvian Ministry and 
with the orphanages in Peru. 

SRI LANKA
For many years the adoption programme with 
Sri Lanka has been on a very low scale. This has 
been due to the fact that very few children have 
been placed in intercountry adoption from Sri 
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Lanka. We hope this is a reflection of increased 
national programme for the social protection of 
fragile families and an increase in the number 
of national adoptions.  

SOUTH AFRICA
The new Child Act entered into force in South 
Africa on April 1, 2010. This new Child Act 
and the World Soccer Championships in June, 
2010, affected the adoption programme, but  
despite this 32 children were placed with Danish  
families during 2010. 

In May, 2010, we received a visit by Sue Krawitz 
from Impilo together with three representatives 
from Durban Child Welfare Society. The main 
object of their visit was for them to learn more 
about the approval of prospective parents in 
Denmark and meeting the children from Dur-
ban, who have been adopted by Danish families.

In September, 2010, we had a visit by Pippa 
Javis from TLC in connection with her annual 
visit to Denmark to meet the Danish families 
with adopted children from TLC. She gave an 
inspiring and moving talk to the families.

TAIWAN
In 2010 6 children from Taiwan were united with 
their Danish parents.  However, in July, 2010, 
the Taiwanese government introduced new 
rules and regulations in order to ensure that 
all options for a child to remain in its original  
family or to find a permanent family in  
Taiwan have been explored before allowing the 
child to be adopted internationally. These new  
regulations caused a slow-down in children being  
referred for international adoption as all chil-
dren must now wait for 6 months while efforts 
are made to find a national family for the child.

We are very happy with the competent and pro-
fessional work of Chung Yi association, and we 
are hoping that more children will be referred 

for our families in 2011 when a number of chil-
dren have gone through the 6-month waiting 
period and may then be released for interna-
tional adoption.

THAILAND
Our co-operation with our partner in Thailand, 
Pattaya Orphanage, is excellent and warm. We 
have seen a decrease in the number of adop-
tions from Thailand due to the fortunate fact 
that there are more national adoptions in Thai-
land than before. 

THE CZECH REPUBLIC
We did not place many children with Danish 
parents from the Czech Republic in 2010. One 
of the reasons was that we had very few appli-
cations pending and some of the families did 
not meet the age requirements of the Czech 
authorities for the children, who were available 
for adoption.

VIETNAM
We placed only one child from Vietnam in 2010 
as our old partners were not able to propose 
children for our families. As from 2011, Vietnam 
will introduce a new adoption procedure, where 
children are matched with prospective adoptive 
parents by the central authorities. 

We are looking forward very much to re-open-
ing adoptions from Vietnam when the new pro-
cedure is in place.

GENERALLY AS REGARDS THE ADOPTION 
DEPARTMENT: 
At AC international Child Support we are con-
stantly intensifying our partnerships and hold-
ing our focus on the children who are in need of 
permanent family solutions in many countries. 
Our network includes more than 50 countries 
around the world. 



PROJECT ACTIVITIES
The long term goal of AC International Child 
Support’s development work is to secure  
vulnerable children a safe upbringing with  
dignity in a family, as well as influence on de-
cisions affecting their own lives. Our develop-
ment projects have special focus on securing 
the child its rights to grow up in its own biologi-
cal family with all rights secured. 

We do this by supporting local partner organi-
zations with funds, management capacity, and 
inspiration for social work methods, so they can 
implement socially and culturally relevant pro-
jects for the most vulnerable children in their 
areas. We partner with a diverse group of or-
ganizations in various countries, but common 
for them all is the desire to see change in their 
communities, and a determination to promote 
the rights of children. All our partners base 
their social work on the internationally recog-
nized rights of the child.

In 2010 AC International Child Support’s ap-
plication for a three-year Program Agreement 
was approved by DANIDA (Danish International 
Development Agency under the Danish Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs). We receive the majority of 

our project funding through DANIDA by apply-
ing for each project at a time. These projects, 
of course, will continue concurrently with the 
new interventions planned to be included in the 
Program Agreement from 2011. AC Interna-
tional Child Support is also grateful for funds 
from corporate donors, trust funds and private 
donors.  

Finally, the child sponsorship programme, link-
ing vulnerable children with private donors in 
Denmark, is invaluable in providing hope and 
a better future for a large number of children 
across the world.

DEVELOPMENT  
PROJECTS
Our long-term developments projects are at 
present cantered primarily in Bolivia, Ethiopia 
and Nepal and secondly in Colombia and Ecua-
dor. Although Colombia used to be a very central 
focus area for AC International Child Support, 
the economic growth which has been seen in 
Colombia has brought the country out of reach 
of the official Danish development programme. 

Although in our adoption work and our general 
prevention of abandonment work we are very 

IN THE PROJECT CHILDREN’S SAFETY NET IN ETHIOPIA OUR PARTNER IFSO OFFERES HOMEWORK CLUBS.
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diversified as we react to the needs when we 
see them, we need to have a more long-sight-
ed strategy, when it comes to our development 
projects that usually have a time span of mini-
mum 3 years. 

BOLIVIA
FUNDACIÓN SAN GABRIEL
Fundación San Gabriel (FSG) provides health 
services for poor people. AC International Child 
Support’s partnership with FSG focuses on de-
velopment projects and capacity strenghtening 
of FSG.

Together we are carrying out the project 
‘Healthy and Secure Children’. The project com-
prises  components of institutional strengthen-
ing of FSG, a provision of alternative financing 
methods of health services for children from 
the poorest families, and the establishment of 
adequate health services related to chronic dis-
eases in children in the three largest cities of 
Bolivia - Santa Cruz, El Alto and La Paz. The 
project also aims at combatting maltreatment 
of children in these cities through education on 
children’s rights.

In 2010 adequate health services were estab-
lished in Santa Cruz. The purpose of these ser-
vices has been the prevention of neglect and 
maltreatment of children. Also in La Paz health 
services have been established. Here the aim is 
to secure the access to treatment of poor chil-
dren suffering from chronic diseases.

In Santa Cruz the health service centre was es-
tablished in cooperation with a new local part-
ner. During 2010 there were some discrepan-
cies in the relationship of FSG and the former 
partner in Santa Cruz, and FSG decided to con-
tinue the activities with the new partner: Hospi-
tal Virgen Milagrosa.

The project has had some difficulties in the 
matter of recruiting and keeping qualified staff 
in 2010. In spite of this there are very sucesful  
elements in the project and the challenges are 
being confronted. 

The strategy of communication with focus on 
awareness campaigns within the project has 
been revised in 2010. Fundación San Gabriel 
has elaborated a strategy for external relations 
and the inclusion of the campaigns in this strat-
egy has been targeted and has proven most ef-
fective.  

SOCIEDAD CATÓLICA SAN JOSÉ
The partner Sociedad Católica San José, SCSJ, 
focuses on children, youth and their families 
through social investment in poor neighbour-
hoods on the outskirts of the capital La Paz. 

AC International Child Support and SCSJ have 
cooperated on a development project entitled 
‘Ready for the Future’. The project’s aim was to 
strengthen the schooling of children and youth 
by improving their learning abilities through 
improved homework assistance and computer 
training.

Ready for the Future’ terminated in December 
2010 after a project period of almost 3 years. 
The results of the project cover more than 
planned for. The project reached more than 
5.400 preschool children – the aim as described 
in the project document was 950! The number 
of children of more than 6 years, who have been 
directly or indirectly involved in this project, is 
also far above the anticipated. 

All these children have improved their pos-
sibilities. Vulnerable preschool children have 
strengthened their readiness for school through 
support and awareness raising activities for 
parents and through programmes to improve 
homework assistance and computer training.  



The project has had a positive influence on 
SCSJ and the capacity of the organization has 
been  strengthened as well as its visibility and 
credit in the community. SCSJ has described 
and documented the methods now in use, and a 
lot of institutions have shown interest in these 
methods. They are asking for teaching materi-
al, which has been developed and produced by 
the project, and for training in the use of them. 
Again, this output is more successful than antic-
ipated. ‘Ready for the Future’ has strengthened 
SCSJ and other institutions in their everyday ef-
forts to secure children’s right to education.

COLOMBIA
ORIÉNTAME
AC International Child Support carries out de-
velopment projects together with our partner 
Oriéntame in Colombia.

We are at present implementing ‘Project Re-
spect – Prevention of social exclusion of young 
people, who have been exposed to violence, 
through recognition of and respect for their 
rights’.

Violence within families and in the society is an 
extremely serious obstacle for the development 

of children’s potential in Colombia, and espe-
cially within poor families and communities in 
the suburbs surrounding Bogota. The project 
covers two large communities, Bosa and Suba. 
Besides working directly with the families in 
the communities, there is a very close coopera-
tion with a number of institutions, who are all 
in their own way involved in some of the many 
initiatives,- with focus on children’s rights and  
the combat of violence against children.

In 2010 AC International Child Support and 
Oriéntame focused especially on the sustain-
ability of the project. Validated methods for 
social work with vulnerable children and their 
families have been developed, and Oriéntame 
and the institutions involved are all taking the 
responsibility for continued efforts.

One objective of the project is that 75 % of the in-
stitutions engage in mutual networks, and new 
members are signing up. In 2010 the networks 
have obtained complete self-management and 
they have established a homepage, www.red-
buentrato.com, in order exchange information, 
do advocacy, raise awareness and facilitate in-
ternal communication. 

IN NEPAL OUR PARTNER CHILDREN NEPAL TEACH CHILDREN ABOUT THERE RIGHTS.
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ECUADOR 
FUNDACIÓN NIÑEZ Y VIDA
In Ecuador AC International Child Support has 
been involved with our partner Fundación Niñez 
y Vida (FNV). The organization has a broad expe-
rience in relevant issues, especially the neglect 
and maltreatment of children in their families, 
which is also the focus area of our partners in 
Bolivia. Due to FNV’s valuable experience in 
such matters, interchange with the partner So-
ciedad Católica San José in Bolivia is a great 
opportunity for both organizations to support 
each other and share mutual experience. Both 
organizations have strong profiles and are mu-
tually benefitting from the exchange of experi-
ence and joint activities, which are strenghten-
ing both institutions as well as the development 
work of AC International Child Support in other 
parts of the region.

ETHIOPIA
INTEGRATED FAMILY SERVICE ORGANI-
ZATION
In Ethiopia AC International Child Support part-
ner with Integrated Family Service Organiza-
tion, IFSO, and together we are currently im-
plementing two projects, ‘Children’s Safety Net’ 
and ‘Children’s Oases – sustainable develop-
ment for children’s rights’.

CHILDREN’S SAFETY NET
This project focuses on enhancing the physi-
cal, social and emotional environment that fa-
cilitates children’s developments and rights in 
two poor sub-cities of Addis Ababa. The main 
components of the project are

•	 access to and benefit of education
•	 strengthening of family relations
•	 preventing physical and sexual abuse
•	 working towards concerted efforts and har-

monization with other actors (Non Govern-

mental Organizations, Community Based 
Organizations) in the area

•	 micro finance activities to reduce the finan-
cial vulnerability of the families   

 
In 2010 there was a clear manifestation of the 
results of the efforts to reduce corporal pun-
ishments in the schools. Teachers committed 
themselves to not using the he stick as punish-
ment. Such commitments are strong and im-
portant and have a snowball effect in the fam-
ily environment, where the families are slowly 
breaking the tradition of beating. 

The collaboration with the schools is working 
very well and the facilitation of the establish-
ment of homework clubs has resulted in an in-
crease in school attendance and academic per-
formance among the children. 

The use of the MAP (Men as Partners) ap-
proach, have proved very efficient. It focuses 
on men with the purpose of preventing physi-
cal and sexual abuse. Since the majority of the 
community leaders are men, the approach also 
includes raising the awareness level amongst 
them. 

In 2010, AC International Child Support and 
ABC Film produced a mini film to visualize 
one of the important activities of the project, 
the home work clubs. Please see http://vimeo.
com/22883543 

CHILDREN’S OASES – SUSTAINABLE DE-
VELOPMENT FOR CHILDREN’S RIGHTS 
This project works towards improving the living 
conditions for children and youth in the Entoto 
Mountain range in the outskirts of Addis Ababa. 
The project is being implemented as planned by 
our excellent partners in Ethiopia.  

In 2010 the following major achievements have 
been reached:



One of the activities of the project is working 
with child and youth oriented activities, and 
within this frame amongst other activities is the 
establishment of football teams. In 2010 a total 
of 18 football teams had been formed and they 
are successfully joining both local and national 
tournaments. 4 of these are girl teams which is 
a very important contribution in the debate for 
gender equality. Through these football teams 
the children do not only gain self confidence 
and sociable skills. They are provided with re-
spect for their local communities, and inspire 
respectful relationships with their parents and 
siblings. Last but not least they are kept out of 
bad activities like crime and drug abuse.

Access to education for the children living in 
the mountain areas is a major component in the 
project. At this stage 5 out of 7 planned alter-
native basic education centres are established. 
This provides the children with access to pri-
mary education, which again gives the children 
access to the formal schools in the city, from 
where they were deprived before.

Securing access to clean water in the commu-
nities is of major importance and the project 
has supported the communities in getting the 
relevant approvals. The last 3 water points have 

been established in 2010 providing clean water 
to the communities and saving especially girls 
from the challenge for fetching water from a far 
distance. Clean water also has a huge impact on 
the health situation of the children, which again 
positively affects the attendance and outcome 
of their school activities. The water points are 
administered by the communities themselves.

In 2010 three mini films were made by AC Inter-
national Child Support and ABC Film to visual-
ise the activities of the project. Links: 

http://vimeo.com/23160702

http://vimeo.com/23160389

http://vimeo.com/22883313 

SIGN LANGUAGE TRAINING AND SOCIAL 
SERVICE ASSOCIATION 
In Ethiopia AC International Child Support also 
partner with Sign Language Training and Social 
Service Association, SLTSSA. The work of this 
organization aims at educating deaf children’s 
families and community representatives in sign 
language, and to increase public awareness on 
deafness. 

AC International Child Support and SLTSSA co-
operate on the project ‘Include the Deaf’. The 

CASP IN INDIA OFFERS SPONSHORSHIPS THAT LINK DANISH SPONSORS AND CHILDREN IN NEED.
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project is focusing on facilitating the inclusion 
of deaf students at 6 schools in Addis Ababa, by 
training parents, teachers, students and school 
management in sign language and appropriate 
teaching methods for deaf students.

The sign language training for relatives and 
professionals (health and police) has been pro-
gressing well in 2010. The number of families 
targeted to receive training has been reached, 
and when it comes to professionals twice the 
target benefit. The participants in the training 
are grateful for the opportunity to learn sign 
language, which they say had made a signifi-
cant positive impact on their relationships with 
their children.

The schools do not have the capacity to under-
take home visits as originally anticipated in the 
project design. It has been agreed that schools 
will identify the absolutely most vulnerable 
families, and SLTSSA will undertake home vis-
its to support these families.

Regarding awareness, a process of radio spots 
has been started, and a contract with a produc-
tion company and radio station is about to be 
signed. 10 programmes of 15 minutes each will 
be produced. SLTSSA is keen on inviting the 
media for various events, and has had success 
with this approach for free exposure in the past.

During 2010 SLTSSA has initiated a network 
with 6-7 other organizations working with the 
deaf, but at present there is little engagement 
from the other organizations.   

In 2010 AC International Child Support and ABC 
Film produced a mini film to visualize one of the 
important activities of the project. Please see 
http://vimeo.com/22884434 

VOFAD 
Another partner of AC International Child Sup-
port in Ethiopia is Volunteers for Family Devel-
opment, VOFAD.

Special infant Care ...
Since 2004 VOFAD, Adopsjonsforum in Norway 
and AC International Child Support have col-
laborated on the unique project ‘Special Infant 
Care’. VOFAD is taking care of orphans who 
have been tested HIV positive in the adoption 
process. Local Ethiopian families volunteer to 
adopt these children, and by VOFAD the families 
are being carefully trained and prepared on the 
challenges of caring for a child living with HIV. 
They get regular follow-up training, ongoing 
support and counseling. The families are also 
supported financially, to be able to provide for 
the needed diet and medication, and for send-
ing the children to school. The families have a 
strong network between them based on their 
shared background in a Christian movement, 
where they meet and support each other. On 
the prevention part the project raises aware-
ness in the communities on HIV and AIDS, and 
work closely together with religious institutions 
and relevant government bodies.

In 2010 there were 18 children in the project, all 
of them healthy and growing well. Impacts of 
the project clearly shows that if children living 
with HIV are provided with the adequate care, 
timely and consistent medication combined 
with a nutritious diet, good sanitation, and a lov-
ing and caring family environment, they can live 
a perfectly normal and happy life.

Children free of HIV
In 2010, AC International Child Support and VO-
FAD started working on the development of a 
new intervention called ‘Children free of HIV’, 
which focuses on prevention of mother to child 
transmission of HIV. By this focus on prevent-
ing children getting the virus, the intervention 
thus supplements the existing project. This is 
an important step towards increased mutual 
activities and a closer partnership between AC 
International Child Support and VOFAD.    



In 2010 AC International Child Support and ABC 
Film produced a mini film to visualize one of the 
important activities of the project http://vimeo.
com/23159861 

NEPAL
CHILDREN NEPAL
CHILDREN Nepal, CN, is one of AC International 
Child support’s partners in Nepal. The intention 
of CN’s work is to support vulnerable children 
in improving their own conditions and the con-
ditions of their families and the community. 

CHILDREN Nepal and AC International Child 
Support carry out a joint project in a rural area 
of Nepal. The project, ‘Children Creating Safe 
and Inclusive Environment’, aims at creat-
ing self-help groups for children at 38 schools 
and child-care organizations. Through these 
groups, children are taught about their rights, 
and issues of abuse and discrimination based 
on caste, gender or social status are addressed. 
Discrimination based on caste is officially ille-
gal in Nepal, yet the practice is still ingrained in 
many of the rural areas. Therefore this project 
is important to teach both adults and children 
about the inalienable rights of every person, re-
gardless of caste or ethnicity.

In 2010 the project supported the Child Self-
help Groups. The members were trained on 
children’s rights and the role of children in 
promoting the creation of a safe and inclusive 
environment in their homes, schools and com-
munities. The groups were supported in their 
planning and implementation of activities on 
children’s rights and child protection and par-
ticipation issues, and they were encouraged to 
lobby the local authorities and share their is-
sues with decision making bodies. Because of 
the interventions of the Child Self-help Groups 
the violence against children is now reduced.  

291 teachers were also trained on the rights 
of children and protection and participation is-
sues as well as the role of the teacher in rela-
tion to the Child Self-help Groups. As a result 
the teachers committed themselves to stop 
using the stick and any other violence against 
children, and the children are developing self 
esteem. 

In 2010 CN and AC International Child Sup-
port arranged workshops for children, parents, 
teachers, social workers and school manage-
ments in order to facilitate the development of 
a Child Protection and Participation Policy. All 
the collaborating schools and institutions have 
completed the policy and are now implement-
ing it.

GLOBAL LEARNING
An organizational capacity development in-
tervention involving eight partners across five 
countries and focusing on strengthening or-
ganizational learning and documentation was 
started in early 2010. 

The intervention is called ‘The Learning Pro-
ject – inter organizational capacity development 
on documentation, learning and partnership in 
social development’. The aim is to start a pro-
cess of initiating reflection, experience sharing 
and mutual support on practices in the organi-
zations, and to move forward to an increased 
understanding and priority of documenting so-
cial work. Through the project the participating 
organizations are given the opportunity to ex-
change and systematize their experience, thus 
enabling the partners to play a more active and 
convincing role in the civil society.

In 2010 all partners reflected internally on own 
practices. This showed diversity in the organi-
zations’ understanding of the practise of docu-
mentation as well as the importance of it.

All partners met in regional workshops in 2010 



22  Annual Report 2010 - AC International Child Support

to discuss these matters and exchange reflec-
tions on shared work areas and approaches. 
With each participating organization having 
their different and unique sets of strengths, 
there is a huge potential in exchanging and sup-
porting each other, and the motivation and en-
gagement at the workshops was extraordinary.

A direct effect of this project has been an in-
creased understanding of the importance and 
process of documentation within all partici-
pating organizations. The organizations have 
reached consensus on the definition of docu-
mentation and obtained increased knowledge 
on methods to document their practices. All 
organisations have developed action plans for 
a documentation process on social work ac-
tivities and made plans for implementation of 
these. 

SPONSORSHIPS
AC International Child Support has sponsorship 
programmes in Ecuador, Bolivia, Colombia, 
Ethiopia and India. We are happy to be able to 
provide a link for long term relationships be-
tween Danish sponsors and children in need.

AC International Child Support’s sponsorship 
programmes are characterized by the approach 
to secure every child’s rights – legally and mor-
ally – i.e. the child’s rights to health care, educa-
tion, emotional care, a name, a heritage, a his-
tory etc. via a  permanent family environment. 
There are cases when temporary institutionali-
zation can be a solution – for example for deaf 
children in Ethiopia who come from the prov-
inces and whose only chance in life is to be put 
under a sort of “boarding school”  programme 
with Church of Christ Mission in Addis. 

In 2010 AC International Child Support reached 
a total of 1446 sponsored children in the  
following countries:
Due to the world wide financial crisis some 

of our sponsorship partners had some chal-
lenges in financing their programmes in 2010. 
At AC International Child Support we also have 
observed a general decline in the number of 
sponsors in these years of crisis. Especially 
the somewhat older children, who used to have 
a Danish sponsor and lost the sponsor due to 

financial circumstances, are suffering from 
this decline, and in 2010 we did a special ef-
fort to find new sponsors for these unfortunate 
children. The climate has also challenged the 
sponsorship programs in 2010. At some loca-
tions the weather has been very extreme and in 
Colombia heavy rain caused massive damage 
in the poorest areas. The families struggled 
with floods and collapsed houses, bridges and 
roads. These families are really in need but be-
cause of the decline of sponsors, our sponsor-
ship partner in Colombia is in lack of financial 
means to support them.  

Twice a year AC International Child Support 
receives reports from our partners so we can 
distribute them to the sponsors. We are cur-
rently working with all partners to establish 
digital communication in order to avoid exces-
sive postage costs.

Colombia: 598

Ethiopia: 180

India: 609

Ecuador: 19

Bolivia: 40

Total: 1450 (aprox.)



FINAL REMARKS
At this point – in the middle of an exciting and 
challenging 2011 – we look back at 2010 and are 
amazed at all the things that took place through 
that year. 

Many of the projects that we initiated in 2010 will 
have a long life time and we shall be focussing 
on them over the years to come: the revised 
focus on intercountry adoption, the continued 
building of strong partnerships for AC Interna-
tional Child Support, both in our European con-
text and in inter international context, the open 

forum that we are creating via our new Web site 
and our ability to develop our focus points – es-
pecially sharing of knowledge and advocacy for 
children’s rights – via that media. 

With our very best regards

AC International Child Support

CHILDREN’S RIGHTS WORTH FIGHTING FOR.
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